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Climate change and the UN COP26 conference 

 

Purpose of report 

For information. 

 

Summary 

The UN COP26 climate change conference in November is a significant international 

milestone. This paper provides an update on the LGA’s preparations for the conference. The 

paper also covers recent progress on developing a joint central and local government 

approach to tackling climate change.  

An update on the LGA’s Improvement support offer to councils on climate change is also 

included.  

 

Is this report confidential? Yes ☐ No ☒ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact officer:  Nick Porter/Hilary Tanner 

Position:   Senior Adviser/Adviser 

Phone no:   07786 541830  

Email:    nick.porter@local.gov.uk/hilary.tanner@local.gov.uk 

 

 

Recommendation/s 

That members reflect and provide any comments on the work raised in this update. In 

this period of intense activity, we invite Board members to comment on policy and 

lobbying priorities on climate change and further items for EEHT Board meetings (see 

paragraph 9). 

Action/s 

Officers will take forward the actions as directed.  
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LGA engagement with the UN COP26 climate change conference 

1. The Paris Agreement, adopted at COP21 in 2015, committed all nations to hold the 

global temperature rise to well below 2 degrees and pursue best efforts to limit the 

increase to 1.5°C. Each party to the Paris Agreement determines what domestic action it 

will take and communicates it in a Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC). The UK 

Government published an updated NDC in December of 2020 along with a revised target 

reduce the UK’s emissions by at least 68% by 2030, compared to 1990 levels.  

 

2. The LGA has joined WLGA, COSLA and NILGA in calling for formal recognition of local 

and regional government in the official agreements reached at COP26. Specifically: 

 

2.1. We ask for a dedicated chapter for subnational governments in the official 

agreement reached at COP26, recognising the importance of subnational actors in 

co-designing and delivering climate action and ensuring local government is 

politically and financially empowered to meet that ambition. 

 

2.2. Commitment to empowering local government should be reflected in the updated 

Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) to the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 

 

3. LGA Activity in the UN Blue Zone: the site of the international negotiations and UN 

conference. 

 

3.1. The LGA will be able to send delegates to the COP26 conference as part of the 

UN’s Global Climate Action Programme. This will give access to the blue zone with 

equivalent observer status. We do not know yet how many badges we will receive. 

Discussions are taking place with the Climate Change Task Group and EEHT lead 

members on a provisional list of delegates.  

 

3.2. The UN’s Global Climate Action Programme will host an interactive “action hub” for 

the two weeks of the conference (subject to any changes to the format and scope of 

the conference). The purpose-built amphitheatre will feature a programme of “TED 

talk” style events and short interactive sessions. The LGA has submitted an 

expression of interest for an event showcasing locally led innovation.  

 

3.3. The Local Governments and Municipal Authorities (LGMA) constituency has a 

Multilevel Action Pavilion in the blue zone. In its capacity as the LGMA focal point, 

the Local Governments for Sustainability (ICLEI) received confirmation of a 100m2 

exhibit space in the LGMA Pavilion, where ICLEI will act as the Convener and the 

Scottish Government will act as the Host.  
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3.4. There may be opportunities for the LGA to participate in this pavilion space. ICLEI 

are keen to explore options with partners for engagement as co-host, programme 

partner, thematic partner, media partner and sponsorship options. We do not have 

further information on this yet or know the process that will be in place to participate 

in these options. However, it will be important for the LGA to provide an offer to 

ICLEI to participate in their exhibit space in the LGMA Pavilion and consider 

the cost of this. We are working with ICLEI to understand what their requirements 

might be and will work with the Climate Change Task Group to develop an offer. 

 

3.5. Other opportunities for the LGA to access and influence the blue zone is through the 

Cities, Regions and Built Environment day. We do not know details of what this day 

will look like, but UK local government organisations should have a key role to play. 

 

4. LGA Activity in the public Green Zone: public facing event running in parallel to the 

UN conference  

 

4.1. We submitted x3 proposals to the Cabinet Office to participate in the UK-managed 

green zone at COP26. We have been offered space for a small exhibition stall in the 

public facing green zone in partnership with NILGA. Our proposals for a thought 

leadership event and joint submission with our national and international networks 

COSLA, CEMR and UCLG have been unsuccessful. 

 

4.2. Our exhibition stall, with NILGA will take place for one day on 11 November. This is 

the Cities, Regions and Built Environment day. The stall comes with basic 

equipment including a TV screen and four delegate passes to the Green Zone to be 

shared between LGA and NILGA on the day of our exhibition.  

 

4.3. Our proposal is to showcase councils’ activity on net zero and create an interactive 

space. We will work with NILGA and LGA colleagues in improvement, 

communications and events on the content and logistics of the exhibition stall. This 

will include consideration of costs for accommodation, transportation and production. 

An open call has been issued to councils to send in photos of their innovative 

climate change projects to feature as part of the exhibition stand. 

 

4.4. Other events and activities: Glasgow City Council are running a series of events 

during the conference as the host city. We are working with them to explore the 

opportunities and the potential to raise our profile. 

 

4.5. The LGA has called for greater collaboration across government departments as 

one of our core asks on climate change. We have been successful in securing a 

meeting that will bring together the permanent secretaries of Whitehall departments 
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with council chief executives to discuss climate change.  The meeting will take place 

on 27 September. 

 

5. The LGA’s Climate Change task group met Ministers from MHCLG and BEIS at their 

July meeting and are due to meet the DfT Minister with responsibility for net zero this 

month. Two members of the EEHT Board sit on the task group: Councillor David Renard 

and Councillor Pippa Heylings. The task group has also recently met UK100, a local 

government network promoting clean energy and net zero, to discuss opportunities for 

joint working. 

Lobbying priorities 

6. The lobbying strategy on climate change includes a number of overarching asks on 

climate change: 

A national framework – our overarching recommendation on climate change is for 

central Government to work with the Local Government sector and with business to 

establish a national framework for addressing the climate emergency.  

Ministerial/local government climate taskforce – we have been calling for a climate 

taskforce to be set up, bringing Ministers and local government leaders together to drive 

co-ordinated and cross cutting action on climate change. We would propose that 

MHCLG leads this. 

Fully funded adaptation plans – central Government should work with local 

government on renewed and fully funded plans for adaptation. Funding for flood 

defences needs to be devolved to local areas and sit within a new national framework for 

addressing the climate emergency. 

Pilot place-based solutions – we would like to work with government on what pilots 

could be established to test transformational place-based low carbon solutions and how 

these can be scaled up. There is some alignment with Government strategy on this e.g. 

the Net Zero Innovation Portfolio and Social Housing Decarbonisation Scheme. 

7. Discussions on COP26 and joint working with government have brought out the need for 

the LGA to focus on priority areas for LGA lobbying on net zero. Housing and transport 

have been proposed as priority issues, and transport decarbonisation is an item at this 

Board meeting. An item on housing decarbonisation will be brought to a subsequent 

meeting of the EEHT. We welcome feedback on this approach and the prioritisation 

of housing and transport as priority areas for local government in tackling climate 

change.  

Climate Change Improvement Programme and Pass the Planet 

8. In the last year, nearly 90% of all councils in England and Wales participated in the LGA 

climate change programme, webinars, and events. 
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9. Pass the Planet brings together examples of the action’s councils are taking to address 

climate change in an interactive map and campaign. Pass the planet takes a regional 

tour across England on the way to Glasgow and the COP26 conference, featuring a 

different region and council examples every month.      

 

10. The free Greenhouse Gas Accounting Tool produces summary tables and charts to help 

councils understand their most significant sources of emissions and can compare their 

emissions with other councils for benchmarking. It has been updated to include Scope 

1, Scope 2 and basic Scope 3 emissions.  

 

11. Upcoming webinars will focus on building housing retrofit skills on 15 September, and  

local climate action planning on 6 October.   

 

12. A new Biodiversity eLearning programme will be launched October to coincide with the 

COP15 international event on biodiversity. The eLearning package will provide a broad 

introduction to biodiversity for all councils and help councils create a biodiversity action 

plan. 

 

13. A series of podcasts has focused on how councils can create meaningful engagement 

with communities on climate change, covered topics including local climate change 

assemblies and citizens’ juries.  

 

14. The programme also includes the Net Zero Innovation Programme, a partnership 

between the LGA local authorities and universities.  

 

15. Regular updates on the programme are shared in a monthly climate change ebulletin.  

Implications for Wales 

16. Climate change is a devolved issue and the policy direction is set by the Welsh 

Government. We are working with WLGA in the run up to COP26 as indicated above.  

Financial Implications 

17. LGA activity at COP26 will need to be funded, including hotel and travel costs for 

delegates, speakers and exhibitors. This will be an extra cost and we are working with 

the LGA events and marketing teams to put together a budget.   

 

18. Improvement activity is funded separately through a grant from MHCLG. All other activity 

is covered through existing budgets.  

https://www.local.gov.uk/pass-the-planet
https://localpartnerships.org.uk/greenhouse-gas-accounting-tool/
https://lgaevents.local.gov.uk/lga/frontend/reg/thome.csp?pageID=447493&eventID=1303
https://www.local.gov.uk/local-action-podcast
https://local.gov.uk/net-zero-innovation-programme

